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TIPS, TRICKS, AND TECHNIQUES FOR MANUFACTURING JEWELERS

Tips for Handling Glass-Filled Rubies

by Arthur Anton Skuratowicz

Most natural and heat-treated rubies tolerate the heat from bench
operations. Generally, as long as rubies are allowed to cool before pick-
ling and are not subjected to abrupt temperature changes (which are
the enemy of all stones), they fare well at the bench. Most rubies toler-

ate cleaners, solvents, and
pickle, and they have no
major issues with ultrasonic
or steam cleaners.
Glass-filled rubies, on
the other hand, aren’t so
bench-friendly. Most glass-

filled rubies on the market

were probably too included or fragile to be faceted in the first place.
Although they may appear legitimate to the naked eye (1), they are heav-
ily fracture-filled with a highly unstable material that does not hold up to
even the most common jewelry practices. Arthur Anton Skuratowicz of The
Jewelry Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado, offers general
guidelines for identifying glass-filled rubies, as well as tips to prevent
damaging them at the bench.

WATCH FOR HOGWASH

Perhaps most disconcerting
is that many glass-filled
rubies are being offered for
sale with no mention of
treatment—and at very

good prices. If you suspect

the price is too good to be
true, it probably is. Using a loupe or microscope, look for the following
identifying characteristics of glass-filled rubies: gas bubbles (2), wispy
veil-like inclusions, repeated parallel parting, and blue color flash. Glass-
filled rubies will also have inconsistent surfaces, which may include lus-
ter differences on the surface, dissolved surface spots or facet junctions,

and a large amount of surface-reaching fractures.

HoLb THE PICKLE

Several routine jewelers’ tasks can cause irreversible damage to glass-

filled rubies. Because the filler
appears to include borax, it easily
dissolves in a pickle pot, leaving a
crisscross network of exposed
fractures. Higher temperatures, a
stronger concentration of acid, and
longer soaking times will acceler-
ate the damage, as is evident in
these photos, which show the ruby
before immersion in the pickle pot
(3), after a one-minute soak (4),
after five minutes (5), and after 15
minutes (6).

JusT SAY No TO POLISHING

Abrasives and polishing can wear away the filler on the surface of a glass-

filled ruby. If surface-reaching fractures are present (7), polishing will

undercut them, making them more visible and removing facet junctions (8).
It should be clear from these photos that glass-filled rubies are highly

fragile. If you get so lucky as to have one come across your bench, proceed

with caution.
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In the Past

For generations, jewelers and manufactur-
ers have given their customers an appraisal
consisfing of one page from a pad, pur
chased in a sfationary store, which also con-
tained a paragraph disclaiming any responsi-
bility for any acfion taken on the basis of the
values given in the appraisal. In fact, such
appraisals have usually been complementary
with an inflated value fo give the impression

that the cusfomer was getting a bargain.

Who We Are: Present and Future

Times sure have changed. In the past
twenty years, a number of appraisal organi-
zations have established protocols that have
taken the appraisal profession to new

heights. We at The National Association of

Jewelry Appraisers (NAJA) are proud to have
been one of those organizations. We are
the largest appraisal organization devoted
solely to the appraisal of gems and jewelry.
Our members (now more than 700) sign on
fo observe a sfringent Code of Ethics and
we also request that they appraise to a min-

imum standard. We constantly try to make

them aware of legal problems which may

be encountered by doing otherwise. That
standard is taught in our appraisal course
and is constantly updated so that they and
their clienfs are protected with a properly
researched valuation for the particular pur-
pose needed. We feel we have made
NAJA the place to achieve the knowledge
necessary to make the gem and jewelry
appraiser a true professional and help keep
them updated on the latest fechniques,
equipment, and information within our con-

stantly changing industry.

It’s All about Education

We do this through the home study
appraisal course, quarterly newsletter, and
discounts on books and equipment, as well
as by serving as a sounding board for ques-
fions concerning our profession. The
appraisal course also feaches sections of the
government-sponsored Uniform Standard of
Appraisal Practice as it relates fo the
appraisal of personal property. In addition,

we hold two conferences each year with

diverse speakers who are experts in their
fields and offer timely topics and information
to help update the knowledge needed. At
these conferences our members have the
chance fo network with their peers and find
colleagues with whom they can share infor-

mation and experiences.

Our Other Benefits

NAJA's website addresses the needs of
the consumer as well as members of the jew-
elry industry with the “Find an Appraiser”
function. Our appraisers are listed by city,
state, phone, and membership status for
people who need an appraiser. We also
answer questions from the public and the
trade to help them understand what an
appraiser can offer. We have also served
to help unravel problems between the
appraiser and the client.

Today, the appraisal profession is a nec-
essary part of the jewelry indusfry and we
foke great pride in the fact that we are a

strong part of if.

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF JEWELRY APPRAISERS

P.O. Box 18
Rego Park NY 11374-0018
1-718-896-1536
Fax: 718-997-9057
www.INAJAappraisers.com




